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Forward
Windows makes inroads in Iowa newspapers

Just a few years ago nearly all 
of Iowa’s newspaper news page 
designers and ad designers were 
working on Macintosh computers. 
That’s changing.

The results of a survey of INA 
members conducted earlier this year 
by the Iowa Newspaper Foundation 
show that six (15.3 percent) of 
the 39 responding newspapers are 
paginating news pages with software 
operating on a Windows platform. 
Five (12.8 percent) of the newspapers 
report they are designing ads on 
Windows PCs.  

The software survey was 
conducted at the request of several 
independent publishers who believe 
the results will generate networking 
among newspapers using similar 
operating systems and software. 
Complete results of the survey 
have been sent to the responding 
newspapers.

QuarkXpress, InDesign and 
PageMaker are the dominant 
applications used in both editorial 
and advertising design. In the 
newsroom, Quark and InDesign 
were tied at nine newspapers each. 
Three newspapers reported using 

PageMaker for editorial pagination.  
For ad design, 11 newspapers report 
using Quark, seven use InDesign and 
four use PageMaker.

Classified advertising is 
being processed with a variety of 
applications. Baseview and Quark 
were the two most frequently listed 
(fi ve newspapers each).

As expected, Windows PCs 
are more common in circulation 
(53.8 percent) and accounting (51.2 
percent) departments with responding 
newspapers utilizing a wide variety 
of applications. Circulation software 
is the most diverse with newspapers 
reporting use of 15 different 
applications. Interlink Circulation 
Management (nine newspapers) is 
the most commonly used. The most 
frequently listed accounting software 

INF 
Seminar Calendar

Aug. 4: Circulation Academy: 
“ C i r c u l a t i o n  B u i l d i n g  f o r 
C o m m u n i t y  N e w s p a p e r s , ” 
presented by Chuck Peterson, St. 
Ansgar Enterprise-Journal. Hilton 
Garden Inn, Urbandale.

Sept. 8: Advertising Design 
Workshop presented by Jon 
Sampson, Carroll Daily Times-
Herald. Gateway Center, Ames.

Sept. 15: InDesign, advanced, 
presented by Lynn Warner, GATC. 
DMACC, Ankeny.

Sept. 29: Public Notice Workshop,
presented by Bill Monroe, INA 
executive director. Hilton Garden 
Inn, Urbandale.

Oct. 6: Ag for Reporters, 
presented by Iowa Farm Bureau. 
Location tba. 

Oct. 13: Publishers Academy, 
“Newspaper Franchise Check-
Up,” presented by Ken Bronson, 
Kansas Press Foundation director. 
Four Points Sheraton Airport, Des 
Moines.

Watch the INA Bulletin 
for informational flyers and 
registration forms, or e-mail 
dmueggenberg@inanews.com for 
information. Registration forms 
can be downloaded from the INA 
website at www.inanews.com.

is QuickBooks (eight newspapers).
Microsoft is the leading 

provider of e-mail software for 
the respondents. Fifteen of the 
newspapers reported using Outlook 
or Outlook Express.  

R e s p o n s e s  c a m e  f r o m 
throughout the state. Eight (20.5 
percent) of the 39 responding 
newspapers are dailies.  

The survey was conducted 
online with the use of an Internet 
research program (surveymonkey.
com).

Brian Hansen, an independent contractor working for Nationwide Floor and Win-
dow Coverings, installs new mesh shades in the Associations Inc., office in the 
INA/INF building. The new shades were installed in the Associations Inc., and 
the Cedar Rapids Gazette offices as part of the remodeling of the offices and 
the front entry to the building. Work in the two offices has been completed; the 
remodeling of the entry is expected to be finished by early August.
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There’s a lot of pressure on young people 
to select a career early in life. We heard it 
when we were young: “What do you 
want to do when you grow up?” 

Just as important as knowing 
what you want to do for a living is 
knowing what you don’t want to do. 
I learned this early on.

The spring after I turned 12, my 
father surprised me with 100 baby 
chickens. I was old enough, he an-
nounced, to raise spring fries for the 
family freezer. I quickly learned to dislike 
chickens and when it came time to butcher 
them, my tender young heart did not dither. I 
was not destined to be a chicken rancher.

We moved into the tiny farm town of 
Kamrar, Iowa, a couple of years later. As an 
ambitious 14-year-old in a village with no 
employment opportunities for young teens, I 
started my own business – Deluxe Car Wash. 
For $1.25, I would wash your car; for four 
bucks I would wax it, too. And, if desired, 
I would pick up your dirty car and return it 
all clean and shiny. 

Word spread quickly that the oldest 
Huisman boy was washing and waxing cars 
and business was good. Because I was so 
large for my age, most folks were unaware 
that I was too young to own a driver’s license. 
During the summer of 1962 I picked up and 
delivered a lot of cars.

Late that summer the delivery service 
caught up with me. Ben Middents dropped 
off his 1950-something Pontiac Chieftain and 
asked me return it to his farm. When the car 
was clean and shiny, I asked my mother to 
follow me out to Ben’s farm and drive me 
back to town. 

With fi ve younger children to care for, 
this was the fi rst time my mother knew about 
my pick-up and delivery service. “You can’t 
drive Ben’s car,” Mom said, “you don’t have 
your license yet.” After signifi cant protests, 

What do you want to do?

Arvid Huisman

INF Executive Director

she gave in.
I made a decent amount of money that 

summer, but when it was all said and 
done I knew I was not cut out to be 
a car wash tycoon.

Over the next few years I worked 
for area farmers weeding soybeans, 
putting up hay, fencing, vaccinating 
pigs, pitching manure, chopping corn 
stalks, picking corn, shelling corn, 
mixing concrete and other duties as 
deemed necessary. At no time did I 

feel led to seek a career in farming.
My cousin’s wife was the Kamrar corre-

spondent for the Webster City Daily Freeman 
Journal. She lived on a farm and recruited me 
at age 16 to shoot some photos in our little 
town. Seeing my photographs in print – with 
my name in the credit line – well, this was 
something I could do for a living.

My career plans took a detour before I 
fi nally settled in the newspaper business, but 
that’s where I landed and I’m happy I did.

The Iowa Newspaper Foundation is 
working to attract young people to the news-
paper industry. Prior to this year’s convention 
we asked INA members to list available 
internships and then provided a catalog of 
these newspaper internship opportunities to 
ICMA students at the convention. 

An internship helps a student determine 
if a newspaper career is the right choice.  
In most cases, an internship will confi rm 
a student’s desire for a newspaper career. 
If not, it will save a lot of frustration down 
the road.

A journalism professor told me that a 
journalism or mass com student who com-
pletes a newspaper internship after his or 
her freshman or sophomore year is much 
more likely to pursue a newspaper career 
after graduation than a student who interns 
later. 

If you need information on how to set up 

You can honor the life of a departed friend or colleague with a memorial gift to the 
Iowa Newspaper Foundation. Unless otherwise designated, memorial gifts go to the new 
INF Memorial Scholarship Endowment which has been seeded with a $5,000 transfer 
from the Carter Pitts Endowment Fund. When the fund reaches $10,000 it will begin 
generating a scholarship each year. 

Memorial gifts are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. Unless otherwise 
requested, we will notify the family of the individual memorialized of your generosity 
(but not the amount of the gift).

Memorial gifts may be mailed to Memorials, Iowa Newspaper Foundation, 319 E. 
5th Street, Des Moines, IA 50309.

A convenient memorial gift envelope is available. To request a supply, contact Arvid 
Huisman at 515-244-2145, ext. 132.

MemorialsMemorials

Foundation execs 
swap ideas

A group of Midwestern state newspaper 
foundation and association executives 
gathered in Des Moines last month for a 
free-wheeling idea exchange. The gathering 
was organized and hosted by Arvid Huisman, 
INF director.

The foundation and association leaders 
got acquainted over dinner on June 27 and 
spent the entire day sharing ideas on June 
28. The morning session was a roundtable 
discussion of topics submitted earlier by 
the registrants. After lunch, each registrant 
presented three of their best ideas for 
workshops, fundraisers, donor recognition, 
convention speakers, etc.

The gathering included representatives of 
state newspaper foundations and associations 
from Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri, North Dakota and Wisconsin.

Huisman pointed out the need for 
newspaper foundation directors to get 
together regularly. “There are fewer than 50 
of us in the entire country,” he said. “I’m in 
regular e-mail and telephone contact with 
a few colleagues, but the miles between us 
make it diffi cult to get together regularly. 
Each state does things somewhat differently 
so when we get together and swap notes we 
end up with a gold mine of ideas and that 
benefi ts all of us.”

an internship program at your newspaper, call 
me and I’ll put you in touch with an ICMA 
professor or another Iowa publisher that al-
ready has a successful internship program.

When you support the Iowa Newspaper 
Foundation you help us encourage young 
people to consider newspaper careers. 

After all, we’re not all cut out to be 
chicken ranchers and car wash tycoons.

for your gifts to the 
Iowa Newspaper 

Foundation!


