FOI reform bill

being debated


The legislature has begun debate on landmark legislation which would create a new agency to enforce violations of the state’s open meetings and open records laws. The debate has started in a subcommittee of the Senate State Government Committee. That group has met twice to discuss the bill. Sen. Michael Connolly, chair of the subcommittee, has told the subcommittee he is not inclined to take up any amendments to the bill in subcommittee.  Friday, March 7 is the funnel deadline for getting a bill passed by the full committee.

Connolly said that passage of the bill would be difficult but that if a bi-partisan group can present  a bill to the legislature which balances the public’s right to know with the ability of government to do its job, the chances for passage will be greater.


On February 21, the INA sent an alert to all members knowing anyone on the Senate State Government Committee which will be receiving the bill soon. It’s important that lawmakers hear from newspapers as they are hearing from others who oppose this legislation.

The INA has been meeting regularly with lobbyists representing cities, schools and counties. The product of these meeting is a  “consensus” amendment which represents all of the points we’ve agreed to agree upon. We have also prepared an INA amendment. Both amendments are the products of several conference call meetings the INA conducted with members of the Iowa Freedom of Information Council. If the amendments are introduced, the INA will ask members to support them. The changes to the bill in the INA amendment are changes we support, but could not get the local government bodies to support. In turn, the local government associations will be introducing amendments that they could not get the INA to support. We will ask our members to oppose those amendments as they are introduced.

We had given both amendments to the subcommittee chairman before the subcommittee met February 21. Meanwhile we are working with the local government groups to make the enforcement board complaint process as streamlined as possible. 

